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as to all its acts. One clerk may therefore reveal, and prop-
erly reveal, books and letters which shall incriminate "those
above"; one employee may show ten thousand persons
guilty of an unlawful combination, and properly so. There
is no reason why he should not, and the nine thousand nine
hundred and ninety-nine others deserve, and are entitled to,
no immunity whatever from his revelation.

The religious rights, although for the most part peculiar
to the American Constitution, adopted by us, indeed, as a
result of the history of the two or three centuries preceding in
England, but hardly in any particular a part of the British
Constitution, were by the reason of our very origin so strongly
asserted and so highly valued with us that no legislation has
been found necessary on the subject. Perhaps the sole im-
portant instance in which the question has come up has been
that of instruction in the public schools and the use of the
money raised by common taxation for special religious pur-
poses. Very generally the latter is forbidden in our State
constitutions, the Federal Constitution by the First Amend-
ment merely protecting the right from the action of Congress.
Owing to decisions of the Supreme Court, in the South it
has become possible to divide school appropriations between
schools for whites and blacks, and it is presumable that the
same thing might be done as, for instance, between Roman
Catholics and others, and something of the sort has, I be-
lieve, been done with the appropriations for the education
of Indians.

The few statutes we find upon this matter tend to still
further extend and liberalize religious rights. Almost uni-
versally now a man is not forbidden from testifying or being
a witness by reason of his belief or disbelief, even when he is
an atheist. The latter law is not, however, quite universal.
He must, in some States, believe at least in the existence of
God, or of a future state of reward or punishment. Mor-
mons, at one time, claimed the right to practise polygamy
as a part of their religion guaranteed to them by the Con-